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State Introduction and Highlights on Major Cities

WELCOME TOALABAMA
Alabama is divided into 67 counties, consisting of 169 cities and 291 towns, offering a wide
variety of "town and country." Today, the top five industries in Alabama are: Automotive,
Chemical, Technology, Forestry and Aeronautics.
No matter the reason you may be moving, you will fall in love with Alabama and all that it
has to offer. Including beautiful weather majority of the year, breathtaking shorelines, a
delicious growing food-scene, multiple hiking trails, passionate sports programs and more!

Birmingham/surrounding areas

Born from the iron and steel industry and now known as one of the most dynamic
metropolitan areas, ranking in the Top 40 of U.S. metropolitan areas for in-migration of
young, single, college-educated professionals. The city has emerged as a progressive center
for medical research, banking, music, technology, art, engineering, and higher education. On
the rise as one of the greatest food destinations in the U.S. with locally owned restaurants
serving traditional southern dishes, elegant fine-dining, fresh seafood, and so much more.
ranked #1 in Forbes
"Most Affordable City in America"

Huntsville

Known as the Rocket City and the STEM capital of the country, the city plays an important
role in technology, space, and defensive advancement driven by the U.S. Army's Redstone
Arsenal, NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center and Cummings Research Park, one of the
largest research parks in the nation. The city is on the rise to becoming one of the most well
educated populations. It is also home to several Fortune 500 companies.

Auburn

The city has an award-winning school system and is a Top-10 college town. Auburn
University is one of the largest employers in the area, offering many dynamic job
opportunities and priding itself on keeping a tight-knit community.
ranked in Forbes Top 10
"Best Small Cities for Jobs"

ranked in Forbes Top 20
"Fastest Growing Metropolitan Areas in the Nation"

Florence/Muscle Shoals

The city is known for its music history but is also home to several museums, historical sites,
and a bustling downtown-scene. With the Tennessee River located on the southern border,
there are numerous parks serving cultural and recreational needs. The major industries in
the area include health care and education.
>> back to table of contents <<
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State Introduction and Highlights on Major Cities

WELCOME TOALABAMA
Tuscaloosa

Known as the center for commerce, industry, and education in Western Alabama. The
University of Alabama is one of the largest employers in the area, a leader among public
universities with nationally recognized programs, facilities, and award-winning faculty.

Montgomery

Alabama's State Capital and known for it's historic and cultural landmarks and public events.
The city has been nationally recognized for it's new urban-ism projects and recent
revitalization of downtown.

Mobile/surrounding areas

A waterfront metropolitan area home to one of the largest shipping ports in the nation.
Some of the city's largest industries include health care and social assistance, retail trade,
and accommodation and food services. The city is famous for its historical architecture,
delicious seafood and southern restaurants, and some of the best Mardi Gra celebrations.

Gulf Shores

A coastal city located on the Gulf of Mexico known as a resort-community with an everchanging population. Nationally recognized for its beautiful weather, breathtaking water,
and white beaches the city is a highly popular vacation destination for people all over the
country.
>> back to table of contents <<

4

State Overview

ECONOMY
Alabama's targeted business sectors include Aerospace and Aviation, Agricultural
Products and Food Production, Automotive, Bio-science, Chemicals, Forestry
Products, and Metal and Advanced Materials. These industries have found great
success in Alabama and have received international attention.
Alabama's foundational business targets include Corporate Operations, Cyber
Security, Data Centers, Distribution and Logistics, Information Technology, and
Research and Development. These targets are embedded within various industries,
servicing other sectors the state targets and playing a critical role in the recruitment
of those sectors.
In 2018, Alabama had a record year with multiple companies announcing new
facilities and expansion projects involving $8.7 billion in capital investment, creating
an anticipated 17,026 jobs. To explore these exciting future developments, they are
outlined in the Alabama Department of Commerce's "New and Expanding Industry
Report," link is attached:
New and Expanding Industry Report

>> back to table of contents <<
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State Overview

ECONOMY
RECOGNITIONS

Area Development, "Gold Shovel Award" (2019) article
Area Development, "Top States for Doing Business," ranked No. 4 (2019) article
Southern Business and Development, "State of the Year" (2019)
Southern Business and Development, "Deals of the Year" (2019)
Mazda Toyota Manufacturing USA auto assembly plant (Huntsville)
Amazon Fulfillment Center (Bessemer)
Airbus A220 assembly line (Mobile)
Mercedes-Benz EV battery assembly plant (Bibb county)
Trade and Industry Development, "Corporate Investment/Community Impact (CiCi)
Awards" (2019) article
Mazda Toyota Manufacturing USA auto assembly plant (Huntsville)
Facebook Data Center (Huntsville)
Amazon Fulfillment Center (Bessemer)

Trade and Industry Development, "Deal of the Year" (2019)

Mazda Toyota Manufacturing USA auto assembly plant (Huntsville)

Business Facilities, "Deal of the Year, Silver" (2019) article

Mazda Toyota Manufacturing USA auto assembly plant (Huntsville)

Business Facilities, "State Rankings Report" (2019 article
No. 2 State for Workforce Training
No. 3 State Business Climate
No. 5 for Economic Growth Potential

Global Trade, "Best States for Manufacturing," ranked No. 1 (2018)
Area Development, "Top State for Business" (2018) article
No. 3 State for Business
Most Improved Economic Development Policies

Site Selection, "State Business Climate Survey" (2018) article
No. 7 State for Businesses (consultants)
No. 8 State for Businesses (overall)

Site Selection, "Prosperity Cup," ranked No. 5 (2018) article
IBM Global Location Trends Report, ranked No. 1 for Job Creation from FDI (2018)
>> back to table of contents <<
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State Overview

ECONOMY

QUICK FACTS

Aerospace and Aviation

Top 5 state for aerospace engineers
100+ years of aerospace and aviation history
More than 300 aerospace companies with businesses from 30 countries
2nd largest research and technology park in the U.S.
Cummings Research Park
More than $8.4 billion in Department of Defense contract in FY2015
Nearly $2.4 billion in aerospace equipment and parts exported in 2018

Agricultural Products and Food Production

Over 400 production and beverage product establishments
Accounts for over 13% of manufacturing jobs
8.5 million acres of farm land
Food and beverage exports increased from $123 million in 2000 to $276 million in 2018
No. 2 in U.S. freshwater fish sales
No. 3 in U.S. poultry production
No. 3 in U.S. peanut production

Automotive

More than 200 Tier 1 and 2 automotive suppliers
Transportation equipment is the states No. 1 export category
Alabama is ranked the No. 3 auto exporting state
Nearly 1 million cars and light trucks produced in 2018
Toyota, Honda, and Hyundai produced about 1.6 million automotive engines in 2018
Exports of Alabama-made vehicles and parts totaled $7.5 billion in 2018

Bio-Science

780 bio-science companies and 54 medical device companies
Multiple teaching hospitals
$7.3 billion annual economic impact
Southern Research discovered 7 FDA-approved anti-cancer drugs
Alabama Drug Discovery Alliance has 16 potential drugs in pipeline
623 bio-science patents awarded, 2009-2013
NIH Funding totaled $350 million in 2018

Chemicals

200+ chemical companies
The states No. 2 export: $2 billion annually ($2.2 billion in 2016)
Chemical manufacturing contributed $3.8 billion to Alabama's GDP in 2014

Forestry Products

23 million acres of timberland
2nd largest timberland base in the U.S.
2nd largest producer of pulp and paper in the U.S.
$1.3 billion in forest product exports in 2016
No. 7 in lumber production
No. 8 in wood panel production

Metals and Advanced Materials

>> back to table of contents <<
1,100 primary metal companies
Home to 3 of the nations 7 major pipe-makers
Fabricated metal manufacturing exports were valued at $382 million in 2018
Primary metal manufacturing exports were valued at nearly $1.6 billion in 2018
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CLIMATE
Alabama is located in the south of the U.S. at subtropical latitudes on the coast of the
Gulf of Mexico. The state is exposed to diverse air masses, including warm, moist air
from the Gulf of Mexico and dry continental air masses, which are cold in the winter
and warm in the summer. Thus, Alabama's climate is characterized as having mild
winters, hot and humid summers, and year-round precipitation.

During the summer months, (June-August)

Daytime high temperatures fall in the range of 85F to 95F, regularly exceeding 95F
across the state. Nighttime low temperatures fall at or above 75F. This is also the time
when you see the most thunderstorms in the year, usually late in the afternoon.

During the winter months, (December-February)

Daytime high temperatures fall in the range of 54F to 63F. Nighttime average low
temperatures range from 30F in the northern portion of the state to more than 45F
along the coast. The average annual number of nights below freezing is 51 and 61 for
Birmingham and Huntsville (northern portion of the state), compared to only 15 for
Mobile (along the coast).
The statewide average annual precipitation is 55.5 inches, with the relatively dry
period being from August to October. Snowfall is infrequent, with an annual average of
only 0.5 inches.
Tornadoes and hurricanes are two of the deadliest weather hazards in the state.
Tornadoes typically occur in the spring and fall, with an estimated 22 tornadoes
touching down each year. On average, Alabama is directly impacted by a hurricane
about once every 6 years.

NationalWeather Service Information Links:
METRO BIRMINGHAM NWS

TUSCALOOSA NWS

HUNTSVILLE NWS

MONTGOMERY NWS

AUBURN NWS

GULF COAST AL NWS

FLORENCE/MUSCLE SHOALS NWS
>> back to table of contents <<
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State's Major Cities

COSTOFLIVING

COST OF LIVING

USA

AL

BIRMINGHAM HUNTSVILLE

AUBURN

TUSCALOOSA

FLORENCE MOBILE

OVERALL

100

88.6

92.9

95.3

98.4

91

85.7

88.6

GROCERY

100

97.4

90.3

90.3

91.9

95.4

94.9

92.9

HEALTH

100

104.5

105.1

108

103.5

103

101.5

106.7

HOUSING

100

67.1

74.3

87.3

97.2

74.6

57.4

61.4

MEDIAN HOME
COST

$219,700

$133,500

$147,700

$161,700

$191,200

$155,700

$110,900

$116,500

UTILITIES

100

101.2

102.2

96.3

101.1

101.4

97.7

97.5

TRANSPORTAION

100

97.3

108.7

97.5

96

96.9

99.2

107.1

MISCELLANEOUS

100

94.5

96.5

100.6

101.5

96.8

96.7

95.7

100 = NATIONAL AVERAGE

Birmingham, ranked No.1 (2019)

"Most Affordable Places to Raise a Child"
"Most Affordable City in America"

Huntsville, Top 25 (2019)
"Best Places to Retire in the U.S."

Birmingham area, Top 25 (2019)
Huntsville area, Top 25 (2019)
Top 25 "Most Affordable Housing
Markets in the U.S."

>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama

DEMOGRAPHICS
Alabama is the 23rd most populous state in the U.S., where 20 million people
from across the world visit every year.
Alabama has 13 Metropolitan Statistical areas that are hom to prospering
businesses, pretigious colleges and universities, nationally-renowned health
centers and doctors, and an affordable housing market.

Population 4,822,023
Total area 52,423 square miles
Land area 50,750 square miles
Water area 1,776 square miles
53 miles of coastline
1,350 miles of navigable waterways
Forest 34,469 square miles of forest (71%)
Highest point 2,407 ft above sea level
Mt. Cheaha
Statehood
Capital City
Area codes
State bird
State animal
State flower
State tree
State song
State motto

December 14, 1819
Montgomery
205, 251, 256, 334
Northern Flicker (yellowhammer)
Black bear
Camelia
Southern Longleaf Pine
"Alabama"
Audemus Jura Nostra Defendere
"We dare defend our rights"
US_CENSUS_BUREAU_QUICK_FACTS
>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama State Overview

TRANSPORTATION
Interstates

Six interstate highways
75,000 miles of paved public roads in AL
Lead to 160 metropolitan areas

Rail

Over 3,700 miles of railroad tracks
Five Class 1 railroads and 16 Freight railroads

Aviation

seven major commercial airlines
American Airlines aa.com
Delta Air Lines delta.com
Southwest Airlines southwest.com
United united.com
Frontier Airlines
ViaAir
Boutique Air
AL is located between two of the country's largest air freight centersMemphis and Atlanta
92 public-use airports
Birmingham International Airport flybirmingham.com
Huntsville International Airport huntsville.org
Mobile Regional Airport mobairport.com

Water

AL water corridors connect to over 15,000 miles of inland waterways
in 23 states
The AL Channel at the Port of Mobile bisects the 1,300-mile
Intracoastal Waterway, giving access to markets from Texas to Florida
ALABAMA_DEPARTMENT_OF_TRANSPORTATION
>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama State

TRANSPORTATION

MOTORVEHICLEINFORMATION

Drivers License

New residents are required to obtain an AL drivers license within 30 days
of establishing residency.
Those who hold a valid license from another state must pass a written test
on road rules as well as the vision examination.
Those without a current, valid license from another state are also required
to take a driving test.
Out-of-state new residents and those who are applying for an AL drivers
license for the first time must visit one of the following Alabama
Department of Public Safety (DPS) offices: alea.gov

Vehicle Registration

Newcomers must transfer their vehicle title and obtain their AL license
plates within 30 days of establishing residency.
Tags may be purchased at the Commissioner of Licenses Office in the
Courthouse or one of the satelllite offices.

Alabama Safety Laws

AL maintains a primary safety belt law that allows law enforcement officers to
stop motorists and issue citations for failure to use safety-belt restraints.
AL's child passenger safety seat law requires that every person transporting a
child under the age of six years in a motor vehicle must properly secure the child
passenger restraint system that meets applicable federal motor vehicle
standards.
Infants to one-year-old children who weigh at least 20 to 22 pounds should
always ride in an infant-only or rear-facing convertible seat with harness straps
at or below shoulder level.
Toddlers who are older than 12 months and weigh between 20 and 40 pounds
should ride in a convertible or forward-facing safety seat with harness straps at
or above shoulders.
Young children between the ages of four and eight who weigh more than 40
pounds should be placed in a belt-positioning booster seat that faces forward.
This seat must be used with both lap and shoulder belts.
Safety experts confirm that all children who are age 12 and under should ride in
the back seat of the vehicle.
>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama State

TRANSPORTATION
WATERCRAFT REGULATIONS

Watercraft Licensing

Boats are not titled but they are registered in Alabama.
If the boat is new, a bill of sale is required.
For used boats, provide a bill of sale and the last boat registration
certificate.
State, county, and/or municipal tazes may be due at the time of
registration.
All bills of sale must be notarized or have two witnesses. Registration
fees are based on the size of the watercraft, starting with boats less than
16 feet in length up to those that are 40 feet or longer. Boat owners may
register, renew, or transfer ownership at their office of county Judge of
Probate or License Commissioner.
Boat Registration Information: dps.alabama.gov

Watercraft Operator Certification

Every person age 12 and older who operates a motorized vessel on state
waterways must obtain an operator's certification. Those who are
required to take an exam for this certification may do so at any of the
Alabama Department of Public Safety drivers license offices.
Those who were 40 years old or older on April 28, 1994 must be
certified but are not required to pass an examination and can have the
vessel class added to their valid drivers license.
Others who are exempt from the exam are holders of a cerfificate of
completion of the U.S. Power Squadron Boating Course or the U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary Boating Course.
Watercraft operators must be in possession of their certifications at the
time of vessel operation. For more information or answer to specific
questions on operator certification, contact:
Alabama Marine Police Division: alea.gove/marinepatrol

>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama

COUNTYOFFICES & CHAMBER OFCOMMERCE
BALDWIN COUNTY
County Offices

212 Courthouse Square
Bay Minette
251-580-1619

baldwincountyal.gov
Chamber of Commerce

3150 Gulf Shores Parkway
Gulf Shores
251-968-6904

mygulfcoastchamber.com

BIBBCOUNTY

JEFFERSON COUNTY

SAINT CLAIR COUNTY

County Offices

County Offices

jccal.org
Chamber of Commerce

stclairco.com
Chamber of Commerce

birminghamal.gov

pellcitychamber.com

716 Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd N
Birmingham
205-325-5171

505 20th Street North
Birmingham
205-241-8100

LAUDERDALECOUNTY

165 Fifth Avenue
Ashville
205-594-2100

1905 1st Avenue N.
Pell City
205-338-2244

SHELBYCOUNTY

County Offices

County Offices

County Offices

bibbal.com
Chamber of Commerce

Chamber of Commerce

shelbyal.com
Chamber of Commerce

8 Court House Square
Centreville
205-926-3102

835 Walnut Street
Centreville
205-926-5222

bibbchamber.org

BLOUNTCOUNTY
County Offices

220 Second Avenue East
Oneont
205-625-4160

Chamber of Commerce
227 Second Avenue East
Oneonta
205-274-2153

CHILTON COUNTY
County Offices

500 Second Avenue North
Clanton
205-755-1551

chiltoncounty.org
Chamber of Commerce
500 Fifth Avenue North
Clanton
205-755-2400

chiltoncountychamber.com

CULLMAN COUNTY

Court Street
Florence
256-760-5747

20 Hightower Place
Florence
256-764-4661

shoalschamber.com

LEE COUNTY

County Offices

215 South 9th Street
Opelika
334-745-9767

leeco.us
Chamber of Commerce
601 Avenue A
Opelika
334-745-4861

opelikachamber.com

MADISON COUNTY
County Offices

100 Northside Square
Huntsville
256-532-3300

Chamber of Commerce
225 Church Street
Huntsville
256-535-2000

hsvchamber.org

MOBILECOUNTY

County Offices

County Offices

co.cullman.al.us
Chamber of Commerce

mobilecountyal.gov
Chamber of Commerce

500 2nd Avenue SW
Cullman
256-775-4694

205 Government Street
Mobile
251-574-5073

301 2nd Avenue SW
Cullman
256-734-0454

451 Government Street
Mobile
251-433-6951
800-422-6951

cullmanchamber.org

mobilechamber.com

200 West College Street
Columbiana
205-669-3740

1301 County Services Drive
Pelham
205-663-4542

shelbychamber.org

TUSCALOOSACOUNTY
County Offices

714 Greensboro Avenue
Tuscaloosa
205-349-3870

tuscco.com
Chamber of Commerce

2200 University Boulevard
Tuscaloosa
205-758-7588

tuscaloosachamber.com

WALKERCOUNTY
County Offices

1801 3rd Avenue South
Jasper
205-384-7230

walkercounty.com
Chamber of Commerce
204 19th Street East
Jasper
205-384-4571

walkerchamber.us

>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama State,

RENTALS

OVERVIEWOFLANDLORD- TENANTLAWS
Required Landlord Disclosures in AL
Under Alabama law, landlords must disclose specific information to tenants (usually in the lease or rental agreement),
such as the name and address of the person authorized to manage the premises. For details, see: Req_Landlord_Disclosures
Alabama Security Deposit Limit and Return
Alabama state law limits how much a landlord can charge for a security deposit (one month's rent), when it must be
returned (within 35 days after a tenant moves), and sets other restrictions on deposits. For more on the subject, see:
Alabama_Security_Deposit_Limits_and_Deadlines
Small Claims Lawsuits in Alabama
Tenants can sue landlords in small claims court for the return of their deposit, up to a dollar amount of $3,000. For advice
for tenants filing suit, see: Filing_Security_Deposit_Lawsuit_Small_Claims_Court . For landlords defending a security deposit
lawsuit, see: AL_Landlords_Guide_Security_Deposit_Small_Claims_Court
Alabama Notice Required to Raise Rent and Other Rent Rules
State law regulates several rent-related issues, the amount of notice (at least 30 days in Alabama, unless your rental
agreement specifies otherwise) landlords must give tenants to raise the rent, and how much time (seven days in
Alabama) a tenant has to pay rent or move before a landlord can file for eviction. For details, see: Rent_Other_Rent_Rules
Tenant Rights to Withhold Rent in Alabama
Unlike many other states, tenants in Alabama may not withhold rent or exercise the right to "repair and deduct" if a
landlord fails to take care of important repairs. For advice on other tenant options when it comes to repairs, see:
AL_Tenant_Rights_to_Demand_Needed_Repairs
Alabama Termination and Eviction Rules
State laws specify when and how a landlord may terminate a tenancy. For example, a landlord may give an Alabama
tenant who has possessed or used illegal drugs in the rental area or criminally assaulted a guest on the premises, an
unconditional quit notice that gives the tenant seven days to move out before the landlord can file for eviction. When it
comes to certain lease violations, a landlord may give a 14 calendar days to cease the violation before the landlord can
file for eviction. For more details on these types of termination notices in Alabama, see:
State_Laws_Unconditional_Quit_Terminations / State_Laws_Termination_for_Violation_of_Leases
Landlord Access to Rental Property, Tenant Protection Against Retaliation, and Other State Laws in AL
Several other landlord-tenant laws in Alabama affect both property owners and renters, including: restrictions on
landlord's right to access rental property (AL landlords must provide two days' notice of entry), tenant protections against
landlord retaliation for tenants exercising a legal right, such as complaining about an unsafe living condition (for details,
see: Alabama State Laws Prohibiting Landlord Retaliation ), procedures for how landlords must handle abandoned property
left behind by tenants, and fair housing rights (discrimination is also prohibited by federal and, often, local law. For details,
see: Housing Discrimination
Where to find Alabama Landlord-Tenant Statutes
If you want to read the text of a law itself, you will find citations in many of the articles and charts found here:
State Landlord-Tenant Laws . In addition, Alabama statutes are available in many public libraries and in most law libraries
that are open to the public (typically found in a county courthouse).
Local Ordinances Affecting Alabama Landlords and Tenants
Cities and counties often pass local ordinances, such as health and safety standards, noise and nuisance regulations, and
anti-discrimination rules that affect landlords and tenants. These details can be found on the particular cities
municipality website.
Federal Landlord-Tenant Laws and Regulations
While most landlords and tenants will primarily be concerned with state law in Alabama, several federal laws come into
play. Congress has enacted laws, and federal agencies, such as the U.S. Dept of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) , have adopted regulations, covering discrimination and landlord
responsibilities to disclose environmental health hazards, such as lead-based paint. The U.S. Code is the starting place for
most federal statutory research.
>> back to table of contents <<
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Explore Research,

ALREALESTATEMARKET,

ALABAMA CENTER FOR REAL ESTATE (ACRE)SNAPSHOT

The Research Division of the Alabama Center for Real Estate is a resource for industry stakeholders in
both residential and commercial real estate. The Center engages State-Wide and Nationally with a
broad spectrum of residential and commercial real estate industry organizations.
With regard to residential real estate, the Research Division is a resource to entities ranging from The
Alabama Association of Realtors (AAR) and the National Association of Realtors (NAR) to the Alabama
Housing Authority and the respective Alabama Home Builders Association.
The ACRE Research Division has specialized expertise in real estate market analysis, forecasting
housing conditions, matters of real estate finance and bank regulation, adaptive reuse, ports and
logistics, and a broad spectrum of real estate research related support services, including but not
limited to market impact studies and litigation support. ACRE Research has recently published
nationally recognized research papers on Amazon HQ2 search, Site Selection, and Adaptive Reuse.

Below is a link to Statewide and Local Reports for the
Residential Market and New Construction-

acre.culverhouse.ua.edu/research/reports
>> back to table of contents <<
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Settling In,

PUBLICUTILITIES
With the deregulation of utilities and surge of third-party suppliers, consumers have an
unprecedented number of choices in utility providers. The following list includes the major companies
that serve the state of Alabama. For specific providers in your community, contact your municipal
clerk- or your county clerk if you reside in an unincorporated area.

ELECTRICITY

OTHER-ALL SOURCES

Southern Company,
Alabama Power

Huntsville Utilities

800-245-2244
alabamapower.com

NATURAL GAS
Spire

800-292-4008
spireenergy.com

WATER,SEWER,WASTE

Providers of water, sewer services, and
solid-waste removal vary within the
region's municipalities. Only the major
providers are listed here. Refer to the
county offices for unincorporated areas
for more information on utilities.

Birmingham Water Works
and Sewer Board
205-244-4000
bwwb.org

Madison Water Board
256-772-0253
madisonutilities.org

Mobile Area Water and
Sewer System

256-535-1200
hsvutil.org

Baldwin EMC

Baldwin County Customer Service
251-989-6247
800-837-3374
baldwinemc.com

Riviera Utilities of
South Baldwin County
Customer Service
Foley,
251-943-5001
Daphne,
251-626-5000
rivierautilities.com

City of Fairhope Utilities
251-928-8003
fairhopeal.gov

MOVER'S GUIDE
U.S. Postal Service
Online Information
moversguide.usps.com

251-694-3100
mawss.com

Tuscaloosa Water-Sewer
205-248-5500
tuscaloosa.com/water

>> back to table of contents <<
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HOSPITALSAND
MEDICAL CENTERS
Baldwin County
North Baldwin Infirmary

Bay Minette, AL
251-937-5521
www.infirmaryhealth.org

South Baldwin Regional
Medical Center
Foley, AL
251-949-3400
www.southbaldwin.com

Thomas Hospital

Fairhope, AL
251-928-2375
www.thomashospital.org

BlountCounty
St. Vincents Blount

Oneonta, AL
205-274-3000
www.stvhs.com/blount

Chilton County
Chilton Medical Center
Clanton, AL
205-755-5700

St. Vincents Chilton

Clanton, AL
205-274-3000
www.stvhs.com/chilton

Cullman County
Cullman Regional

Cullman, AL
256-737-2000
www.cullmanregional.com

Jefferson County
Brookwood Baptist Medical Center
Birmingham, AL
205-877-1000
www.brookwoodbaptist.com

Children's Hospital of Alabama

Birmingham, AL
205-638-9100
www.childrensal.org

Grandview Medical Center
Birmingham, AL
205-592-1000
www.grandviewhealth.com

The Kirkland Clinic of UAB Hospital
Birmingham, AL
205-934-3411
www.uabmedicine.org/kirkland

Princeton Baptist Medical Center
Birmingham, AL
205-783-3000
www.brookwoodbaptist.com/p

ranked #3(tied) in U.S. News and
Reports,
"Best Hospitals in Alabama"
ranked High Performing by
U.S. News and Reports for,
"Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease"
"Colon Cancer Surgery"
"Heart Failure"

St. Vincent's East

Birmingham, AL
205-838-7000
www.stvhs.com/east

>> back to table of contents <<
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HOSPITALSAND
MEDICAL CENTERS
St. Vincent's Hospital
Birmingham, AL
205-939-7000
www.stvhs.com

ranked #3(tied) by U.S. News
and Reports,
"Best Hospitals in Alabama"
ranked High Performing by
U.S. News and Reports for,
"Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease"
"Hip Replacement"
"Heart Failure"
"Knee Replacement"

University of Alabama at
Birmingham Hospital
Birmingham, AL
205-934-3411
www.uabmedicine.org

ranked #1 in U.S. News and Reports,
"Best Hospitals in Alabama"
ranked High Performing by
U.S. News and Reports for,
"Cancer"
"Diabetes and Endocrinology"
"Gastroenterology and GI Surgery"
"Geriatrics"
"Neurology and Neurosurgery"
"Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Repair"
"Aortic Valve Surgery"
"Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease"
"Colon Cancer Surgery"
"Heart Bypass Surgery"
"Heart Failure"
"Lung Cancer Surgery"
Nationally ranked High Performing by
U.S. News and Reports for,
"Rheumatology (#10)"
"Nephrology (#18)"
"Ear, Nose, and Throat (#26)"
"Cardiology and Heart Surgery (#32)"
"Pulmonology and Lung Surgery (#40)"
"Gynecology (#47)"

UAB Hospital- Highlands

Birmingham, AL
205-930-7000
www.uabmedicine.org/highlands

Whiteaker Clinic of UAB Hospital

Birmingham, AL
205-934-3411
www.uabmedicine.org/whiteaker

Lee County
East Alabama Medical Center
Opelika, AL
334-749-3411
www.eamc.org

LauderdaleCounty
Medical Associates of Shoals
Sheffield, AL
256-383-4447
www.medshoals.com

Madison County
Huntsville Hospital

Huntsville, AL
256-265-1000
www.huntsvillehospital.org
ranked #2 in U.S. News and Reports,
"Best Hospitals in Alabama"
ranked High Performing by
U.S. News and Reports for,
"Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Repair"
"Aortic Valve Surgery"
"Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease"
"Colon Cancer Surgery"
"Heart Bypass Surgery"
"Heart Failure"
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HOSPITALSAND
MEDICAL CENTERS
Huntsville Hospital for Women
and Children

ShelbyCounty

Huntsville, AL
205-265-7668
www.hhwomenandchildren.org

Grandview Medical Center

MobileCounty

Shelby Baptist Medical Center

Mobile Infirmary Medical Center
Mobile, AL
251-435-2400
www.infirmaryhealth.org/mobile

Birmingham, AL
205-971-1000
www.grandviewhealth.com

Alabaster, AL
205-620-8100
www.brookwoodbaptist.com/shelby

ranked #5 in U.S. News and Reports,
"Best Hospitals in Alabama"

TuscaloosaCounty

ranked High Performing by
U.S. News and Reports for,
"Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease"
"Colon Cancer Surgery"
"Heart Failure"

DCH Regional Medical Center

Providence Hospital

Mobile, AL
251-633-1000
www.providencehospital.org

Tuscaloosa, AL
205-759-7111
www.dchsystem.com

Northport Medical Center

Northport, AL
205-333-4500
www.dchsystem.com/northport

USA Childrens and Womens Hospital
Mobile, AL
251-415-1000
www.usahealthsystem.com/wc

USA Medical Center

Mobile, AL
251-471-7000
www.usahealthsystem.com

WalkerCounty
Walker Baptist Medical Center

Jasper, AL
205-387-4000
www.brookwoodbaptist.com/walker

Saint Clair County
St. Vincents St. Clair

Pell City, AL
205-814-2433
www.stvhs.com/stclair
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CHILD CARESERVICES

Securing quality day-care for younger and school age children is one of the
foremost concerns for working parents and guardians. Child Care Resource and
Referral organizations (CCR&Rs) are your local experts on child care and provide
parents with many services, including referrals to local child care providers.

Contact the CC&Ragencynearest yourhomefor assistance:
Metro Birmingham- Childcare Resources
205-252-1991
800-822-2734
www.ccr-bhm.org

top ranked
private preschools
birmingham area

Childcare Resource Center, Lee County
334-749-8400
Child Development Resources, Tuscaloosa County
205-348-2650
Child Care Management Agency of North Central Alabama,
Madison County
256-534-5110

Gulf Coast AreaGRCMA Early Childhood Directions
205-348-2650
www.grecs.org
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Alabama's Most Popular

KIDSSUMMERCAMPS
Camp Winnataska
260 Winnataska Drive
Pell City
winnataska.org
Tucked-away on 1,400 acreas that has been
operating since the early 1900s. Much of the camp
recalls its native identity, celebrated through huts
named after mighty tribes like the Seminoles, Creeks,
and Choctaws. Among activities of swimming,
boating, ropes, hiking, and crafts, campers also learn
Native American lore, discovery archery, and develop
a close relationship with nature. "Winnataska" which
means "laughing water" is a direct reference to the
iconic waterfall that landmarks the camp. The camp
development director says, children enter its gates
timidly and exit confident young people who have
gathered into a huge extended family.
Camp Fletcher
5150 Fletcher Road
Bessemer
campfletcher.com
Pioneered by Alabama's first registered black nurse,
the camp has stood the test of time. Opened in the
mid-1920s the campground bustled with children
experiencing the joy of outdoor adventures in an
inclusive environment. The arching sign at the
entrance to Camp Fletcher reads "Wohelo," meaning
work, health, and love.
Camp Straight Street
2281 Old Tyler Road
Birmingham
campstraightstreet.com
Located in Birmingham's Bluff Park, Camp Straight
Street offers nine weeks of non-stop activity with
week-long themed summer camps. The children's
pastor at Shades Mountain Independent Church
(where the camp is hosted) says, we have a welltrained staff that works hard to make each camper
feel loved and appreciated. From carnival camp to
studio camp (where campers can produce their own
short film), each week showcases a new theme
guaranteed to get kids in the spirit of summer fun.
Dauphin Island Sea Lab Camps
101 Bienville Boulevard
Dauphin Island
disl.org
Marine life abounds at Dauphin Island where curious
kids get hands-on aquatic adventure. Offering
overnight and day camp options, Dauphin Island Sea
Lab summer camps blend education and adventure
in a diverse landscape. Some of the camps offered
include: Barrier Island Explorer, Marine
DeTECHtives, BIO Blitz, and Survivor, where
campers learn how to rod-and-reel fish.

Space Camp
One Tranquility Base
Huntsville
spacecamp.com
Since 1982, Space Camp has attracted kids from
across the globe who are eager to get a glimpse of
galaxies beyond their own. Names of NASA
astronauts, engineers, scientists, and technologists
line the alumni wall. Campers start their journey at
home base, the U.S. Space and Rocket Center, where
the imagination is free to run wild. From there,
participants learn about historic space aviation and
defense hardware, and they also get a peek into
current and future space phenomena.

Camp Desoto
264 Highway Above the Clouds
Mentone
campdesoto.com
Located on Lookout Mountain, Camp Desoto offers a
meaningful summer camp experience for girls ages 8
through 16.
Through embracing the great outdoors, worship, and
forming new friendships, Camp Desoto fosters
adventures and growing opportunities alike. A few
activities include, horseback riding through
Alabama's scenic woods, rock climbing, and rafting
down the Ocoee River. On "trip days" campers have
the opportunity to go beyond Desoto's majestic
campgrounds and visit Ruby Falls, the Tennessee
Aquarium, and other nearby attractions. The website
says, Camp DeSoto is a place where girls can settle
into real friendships and grow confident in
themselves and the gifts God has given them.
Camp Mac
2671 Cheaha Road
Munford
campmac.com
Catering to the curious kids who is up for a summer
full of challenges, adventure, and the great outdoors.
Camp Mac offers longer sessions than the traditional
one-week overnight camp because they believe in
building long-lasting character and learning
experiences. With a return rate of more than 85%,
they stand by this belief wholeheartedly.
>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama State

PUBLICEDUCATION SYSTEM
Registration Requirements

For Admission to Alabama public schools, new students must bring current
report cards and certified health records to the school at the time of
application.
Immunizations in the proper doses and interval are required for diphtheria,
tetanus, polio, rubella, measles, and mumps.
Those entering school for the first time must also present certified proof of
age. Children who will be five years old on or before September 1st of the
enrollment year are eligible for admission to kindergarten.
If you move to Alabama after the registration date, contact your local
school district.

Free Immunization Program
The Alabama Vaccines for Children Program supplies vaccines at no cost to
public and private health care providers who enroll and agree to immunize
eligible children in their practices or clinics.
Medicaid, uninsured, and under-insured children from birth through 18
years of age are eligible to receive free vaccines through this program, as
well as those who have health insurance that does not include vaccine as a
covered benefit
For details, contact:
Vaccines for Children
Alabama Public Health Department
Immunization Division
1-800-469-4599
www.alabamapublichealth.gov/immunization

FrequentlyRequested Numbers:
Alabama Department of Education
334-242-9700

www.alsde.edu

Career/Technical Education
334-242-9111
Classroom Improvement
Curriculum and Instruction
334-242-8155

Child Nutrition Programs
334-242-1988
Student Assessment
334-242-8038
Special Education
334-242-8114
>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama

SCHOOLSYSTEMRESOURCES
Birmingham/surroundingareas
Jefferson County-

Bessemer City Schools
Birmingham City Schools
homewood City Schools
hoover City Schools
jefferson county Schools
mountain brook city Schools
trussville city Schools
vestavia hills city Schools

For further assistance and reference, below are PDF links
providing an overview of some of the Top-Rated High Schools
in the area. All information is sourced from the schools website
updated 2019, links also provided.

top ranked
public high schools

top ranked
private preschools

top ranked
private schools

Shelby County-

shelby county Schools

Saint Clair Countyst clair county Schools
pell city Schools

Huntsville/Madison
Madison County-

huntsville City Schools
madison City Schools
madison county Schools

top ranked
public high schools

top ranked
private schools

top ranked
public high schools

top ranked
private schools

Named one of the country's
"Top 10 Cities for Raising Families"

Auburn/Opelika
Lee County-

auburn City Schools
lee county Schools
opelika city Schools

Tuscaloosa/Northport
Tuscaloosa County-

tuscaloosa City Schools
tuscaloosa county Schools

top ranked
public high schools

top ranked
private schools

Florence/Muscle Shoals
Lauderdale County-

florence City Schools
lauderdale county Schools
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Alabama

SCHOOLSYSTEMRESOURCES
PRIVATE

The Alabama Department of Education licenses private schools and includes a
list of these institutions in its annual directory. The following resources will be
helpful in selecting and locating the educational environment of your choice:

national association of independent schools
national association of private, catholic and independent schools

>> back to table of contents <<
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Alabama State

COMMUNITY
COLLEGES
Bevill State
Community College
Fayette
Hamilton
Jasper
Sumiton
www.bscc.edu

Bishop State
Community College
Mobile
www.bishop.edu

Calhoun Community
College
Decatur
www.calhoun.edu

Coastal Alabama
Community College

Bay Minette
Fairhope
Gulf Shores
www.coastalalabama.edu

Gadsden State
Community College

STATETECHNICAL
COLLEGES
Shelton State
Community College

Tuscaloosa
www.sheltonstate.edu

Snead State
Community College
Boaz
Arab
www.snead.edu

T.A. Lawson State
Community College

Birmingham
Bessemer
www.lawsonstate.edu

Trenholm State
Community College

Montgomery, AL
www.trenholmstate.edu

J.F. Drake State
Technical College
Huntsville
www.dstc.cc.al

J.F. Ingram State Technical
College
Deatsville
www.istc.edu

Reid State Technical College
Evergreen, AL
www.rstc.edu

T.A. Lawson State Community
College
Birmingham
Bessemer
www.lawsonstate.edu

Wallace State
Community College

Hanceville, AL
www.wallacestate.edu

Gadsden
Anniston
www.gadsdenstate.edu

Jefferson State
Community College

Birmingham
Clanton
Pell City
www.jeffersonstate.edu

Northwest-Shoals
Community College
Muscle Shoals
www.nwscc.edu
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Alabama

STATECOLLEGE
UNIVERSITIES
Alabama A&M University
Huntsville
www.aamu.edu

Alabama State University
Montgomery
www.alasu.edu

Athens State University
Athens
www.athens.edu

Auburn University
Auburn
www.auburn.edu

Auburn University at
Montgomery
Montgomery
www.aum.edu

Jacksonville State University
Jacksonville
www.jsu.edu

University of
North Alabama
Florence
www.una.edu

University of
South Alabama

Mobile
www.southal.edu

University of
West Alabama
Livingston
www.uwa.edu

PRIVATECOLLEGE
UNIVERSITIES
Amridge University

Tuskegee University

Birmingham-Southern

United States Sports
Academy

Montgomery
www.amridge.edu
Birmingham
www.bsc.edu

Montgomery
www.faulkner.edu

Heritage Christian University
Florence
www.hcu.edu

Huntingdon College

Montgomery
www.huntingdon.edu
Marion
www.judson.edu

Troy University Dothan

Marion Military Institute

Troy University Montgomery

Mile College

Tuscaloosa
www.ua.edu

University of Alabama
at Birmingham
Birmingham
www.ua.edu/bham

University of Alabama
at Huntsville
Huntsville
www.ua.edu/huntsville

University of Montevallo
Montevallo
www.montevallo.edu

Mobile
www.mobile.edu

Faulkner University

Troy
www.troy.edu

University of Alabama

University of Mobile

Selma
www.ccal.edu

Judson College

Montgomery
www.troy.edu/montgomery

Daphne
www.ussa.edu

Concordia College Selma

Troy University

Dothan
www.troy.edu/dothan

Tuskegee
www.tuskegee.edu

Marion
www.marionmilitary.edu
Birmingham
www.miles.edu

Oakwood College

Huntsville
www.oakwood.edu

Samford University
Birmingham
www.samford.edu

Springhill College
Mobile
www.shc.edu

Stillman College

Tuscaloosa
www.stillman.edu

Talladega College

Talladega
www.talladega.edu
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Resources

EXPLORE ALABAMA
Below are helpful websites that showcase all that Alabama has
to offer in regards to History, Culture, Attractions, and more.
alabama.travel
visittheusa.com/state/alabama
al.com/entertainment/alabama_bucket_list
iexplore.com/alabama/attractions
scenicdrivesinalabama.com
hometogo.com/alabama/events
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Top Events Happening Annually

EXPLORE ALABAMA
Mardi Gras

Mobile
Month of February
Mobile, AL is the birthplace of America's original
Marid Gras, originating in 1703.
It was revived after the Civil War when citizen, Joe
Cain, led an impromptu parade down city streets.
The city has been doing it ever since, marking the
annual occasion with majestic parades, colorful
floats, and flying moon pies.
The parades include elaborate themed floats
manned by masked mystic societies, mounted
police, and marching bands winding through
downtown and surrounding areas, entertaining
nearly a million people each year.
Mardi Gras is a family-friendly time of parties,
balls, parades, and revelry. It kicks off on the first
Saturday of February and ends on Fat Tuesday,
the last tuesday in February.

Jubilee Hot Air Balloon Classic

Decatur, Point Mallard Park
May
Unique festival with free admission featuring hot
air balloons, live entertainment, a car show, a
tractor show, arts and crafts, and more.

Rock the South

Cullman
May/June
Popular country music festival that features some
of today's biggest country music singers and
musicians.

Thunder on the Mountain

Birmingham, Vulcan Park
Independence Day
One of Alabama's largest and most extravagant
Independence Day celebrations.

Eufaula Pilgrimage

Eufaula
April
Alabama's oldest tour of homes.
Visitors of this event will have the opportunity
to take guided tours of beautiful homes, enjoy
an art show, a wax museum, and more.

Hangout Music Festival

Gulf Shores
May
Festival taking place on the public beaches
featuring some of today's top musical acts.

National Shrimp Festival
Gulf Shores
October
One of North America's best food and drink
festivals, an absolute must-visit for shrimp-lovers.

National Peanut Festival

Dothan
November
America's largest peanut festival.
Featuring carnival rides, animal attractions, live
entertainment, and more.

Galaxy of Lights

Huntsville, Botanical Gardens
December
One of Alabama's top Christmas attractions.
Offers both walking and driving nights, featuring
six miles of luminaries, more than 150 lighted
scenes, and more than 750 display pieces.
>> back to table of contents <<
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Explore Alabama's Most Popular

HIKINGTRAILS
Little River Canyon National Preserve
4322 Little River Trail #100, Fort Payne
15,288 acres and home to a namesake canyon that is
one of the deepest in the Southeast.
The park includes many rare plants, it's highest
overlook at Lookout Mountain, the clear and clean
Little River, and three major waterfalls: DeSoto Falls,
Little River Falls, and Grace's High Falls. DeSoto State
Park is at the northwestern edge of the preserve and
has a lodge, restaurant, and several campgrounds.
The trails are all shorter than 3-miles and are easy to
moderate but serenely stunning. Popular trails
include the waterfall hikes to Little River Falls (1/2
mile with accessible boardwalk option), DeSoto Falls
(2 miles), and the wildflower-rich Beaver Pond Trail
(1.6 miles). From Little River Falls you can hike
another 3/4 mile down to Hippie Hole, one of the
state's best swimming holes. Dogs are allowed.
Cheaha State Park
19644 AL-281, Delta
Mt. Cheaha, highest point in Alabama at 2,407 ft.
The park boasts a lake, cabins, and chalets that are
popular draws for regional visitors. You can drive to
the mountains peak by paved road punctuated by
scenic overlooks. For an easy way to enjoy unending
views of the surrounding green valley, walk the short
Pulpit Rock or Bald Rock trails, the Bald Rock trail has
a boardwalk that makes the view accessible to
wheelchairs and strollers. Time your hike for sunset or
sunrise, when the valley explodes with color.
Solitude can often be found at the park's campsites
and longer trails, which are Cave Creek Trail or Cheaha
Mountain. Both seven-mile round-trip sections of the
100-plus mile Pinhoti Trail, known as 'Alabama's link
to the Appalachian Trail,' which runs through Cheaha
State Park and neighboring Talladega National Forest.
Dogs are allowed.
Sipsey Wilderness
Mount Hope,
within Bankhead National Forest
25,770-acres, the largest wilderness area east of the
Mississippi River. A hiker's paradise.
12 trails span out in every direction, past rivers and
streams, and stands of virgin forest and sandstone
cliffs. The popular beginner-friendly trek is Borden
Creek Trail (5-mile round-trip) offering waterfall views.
Other trails are less clearly marked in order to keep the
'wild' in this wilderness, be sure to bring a map and
compass. The popular, challenging trek is the 24-mile
Sipsey Wilderness Loop, a difficult circuit that starts at
the Randolph Loop Trailhead and links several trails to
form a route that encompasses some of the best-known
landmarks including: Big Tree, Alabama's biggest white
poplar, and Ship Rock, a large jutting boulder shaped
exactly like the prow of a ship.

Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge
12295 AL-180, Gulf Shores
Located in five separate units in Baldwin and
Mobile counties, directly west of Gulf Shores
Only 11 square miles, the reserve is small but
provides a quiet escape from nearby crowds.
The refuge was established in 1980 as a sage harbor
for migrating birds, more than 300 species, including
ospreys, herons, and hummingbirds. Other notable
wildlife include red fox, coyotes, nesting sea turtles,
and alligators.
The refuge has a handful of short, well-marked trails.
Most popular is the 4-mile round-trip Pine Beach
Trail, this trek crosses the barrier island from the Gulf
of Mexico to Mobile Bay, the saltwater Little Lagoon
on one side and freshwater Gator Lake on the other.
An observation tower allows for stunning views.
There is a shorter trek, the wheelchair-accessible 1mile Jeff Friend Loop, which has views of the Little
Lagoon and wildlife-spotting opportunities. No pets
are allowed.
Talladega National Forest
9901 AL-5, Brent
Situated on the southern edge of the Appalachians
and spanning over 600-sq. miles.
Popular destination for hiking, mountain biking and
primitive camping. While many areas are accessible
by gravel and dirt roads, much of the forest is
difficult to navigate by car, making it popular with 4wheeler enthusiasts as well.
The forest contains gentle waterfalls, rippling rivers,
rock bluffs, and rare longleaf pines. Notable hikes
include the moderate, wilflower-stewn Skyway Loop
Trail (18 miles), and the difficult Porters Gap to
Adams Gap stretch (15 miles) of the Pinhoti Trail,
which offers wildlife and mountain views. For an
easier trek, hike just under a mile down the
Chinnabee Silent Trail from the Lake Chinnabee
Trailhead to Devil's Den, a popular swimming hole at
the foot of a waterfall. Dogs are allowed.
>> back to table of contents <<
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Explore Alabama's Most Popular

ART MUSEUMS
Mobile Museum of Art
Mobile
mobilemuseumofart.com
Founded in 1963, the Mobile Museum of art is
the major art museum of the Mobile area as
well as one of the largest art museums in
southern Alabama. A collection highlight is the
Children in Art Collection that includes artwork
of children from the seventeenth-nineteenth
centuries.

Birmingham Museum of Art
Birmingham
artsbma.org
With more than 24,000 works of art, the
Birmingham Museum of Art has the largest
collection of artwork in Alabama and one of the
largest collections in the southern United
States. Their collection boasts an extensive
Asian art collection, as well as the largest
Wedgewood collection outside England.
Highlights of the collection include Albert
Bierstadt's 'Looking Yosemite Valley' and John
Singer Sargent's 'Portrait of Helen Vincent,
Viscountess D'Abernon.' Also, don't miss the
well-tended outdoor sculpture garden.

Alabama Contemporary Art Center
Mobile
alabamacontemporary.org
Located in downtown Mobile, the Alabama
Contemporary Art Center features rotating
exhibits ranging from contemporary
photography to interactive installations. The
Center also hosts classes, workshops, and
educational opportunities for beginner to
experienced artists.

ranked No. 1 in Southern Livings,
"The South's Best Museums"

Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts
Montgomery
mmfa.org
Besides being the capital city of Alabama,
Montgomery is also home to the Montgomery
Museum of Fine Arts. The MMFA boasts an
impressive collection of American Art as well as
the works of Old Masters such as Rembrandt
and Durer. The MMFA's interactive gallery
'ARTWORKS' attracts more than 160,000
visitors looking to experience the collection in a
more hands-on way.
>> back to table of contents <<
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EXPLORE ALABAMA

VOTEDTHESOUTH'SBESTOF2019,
BY

The South's Best Small Towns

No. 5, Fairhope
Perched on Mobile Bay, Fairhope is a vision in live oaks and
Spanish moss, with beautiful architecture (and equally beautiful
waterfront views). Good luck finding a prettier town.

The South's Best Beach Towns

No. 5, Orange Beach
Orange Beach is Alabama's family-friendly rental-property beachthe kind of place where you stock the condo, slather the kids with
sunscreen, and forget all about your schedule.
No. 7, Gulf Shores
A stone's throw from Orange Beach, Gulf Shores shares its
neighbor's family-friendly vibe but also appeals to a young crowd.

The South's Best Resorts

No. 4, Grand Hotel Golf Resort & Spa
Point Clear (Fairhope)

Set on 550 acres overlooking Mobile Bay near Fairhope, the
Grand is a Southern classic that just got a major renovation but
still maintains its old-school warmth. Amenities include the
20,000 sq. ft. Grand Spa, a pool complex, farm-to-table dining at
Southern Roots, and two golf courses.
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At a Glance,

ALABAMA DISHES
Bring your appetite because we love to eat! Alabama is famous for its southerncomfort food but also has a diverse culinary scene that has been continually growing,
offering something for every food-lover.
Delicious food/restaurant favorites are no secret here, ask anyone you meet and they
will provide you great recommendations. Helpful links also provided below.
*Make sure to ask your RealtySouth agent!

MostFamousRestaurantsInAlabama
13RestaurantsInAlabamaYouMustVisit
culturetrip.com/10BestRestaurantsForFineDiningInAlabama
culturetrip.com/10BestRestaurantsAndCafesInAlabama

The James Beard Award,

"America's Most Outstanding Restaurant 2018"
Highlands Bar and Grill, Birmingham

Esquire Magazine, food and drinks editor Jeff Gordinier,
"Best New Restaurants in America, 2019"
Ranked No. 8 (out of 22), Automatic Seafood and Oysters,
Birmingham

Voted the South's Best of
2019, by

The South's Best Food Cities
No. 8, Birmingham
The South's Best Chefs
No. 2, Frank Stitt
Highlands Bar and Grill, Birmingham
The South's Best BBQ Joints
No. 4, Dreamland Bar-B-Que
Tuscaloosa
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Alabama State

HUNTING AND FISHING
LICENSES

Any Alabama resident between the ages of 16 and 64 must obtain a
fishing and/or hunting license to fish or hunt on public or private land
or waterways.
Residents must show an Alabama drivers license and social security
card at the time the license is purchased.
All Alabama residents age 65 or older are not required to purchase
hunting or fishing licenses if they have official proof of age.
Those who were born on or after August 1, 1977, must have a Hunter
Education Identification number.
For complete details on hunting and fishing in Alabama, contact:
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Montgomery
Marine Resources Division
Gulf Shores

outdooralabama.com

Alabama has an annual Deep-Sea Fishing Rodeo on Dauphin
Island, the largest fishing tournament in the world.
The three-day event attracts over 75,000 spectators.
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Most Popular for Recreation, Vacation/Weekend Get-Aways, and Home Purchase

ALABAMA LAKES
Lake Guntersville

North Alabama,
Between Bridgeport and Guntersville
Largest lake in Alabama.
Surrounded by 6,000 acres of woodlands it
is perfect for hiking, camping, and watching
the burgeoning population of bald eagles
that reside in the area. The lake is well
known for it's fishing and waterskiing. The
park area has campgrounds and cabins to
rent, but also has a broad range of vacation
homes that are perfect for returning to on
warm weekends. The town is small, full of
shops, restaurants, and golf.

Smith Lake

North Alabama,
On Sipsey Fork of Black Warrior River
Offers almost 300 miles of shoreline and is
well known for its variety of bass as well as
its clear water. The lake has five islands that
make perfect boating destinations. The
many boat ramps and the deep water make
this lake a great place to boat, scuba, and
snorkle. Near Lay Lake is the 392,567-acre
Talladega National Forest, full of canyons,
streams, and an abundance of wildlife.

Lake Martin

Tallapoosa, Elmore, and Coosa Counties
Enormous lake with about 700 miles of
shoreline. Bass fishing is a popular pastime
and many bass tournaments are held
throughout the year. Crappie, bluegill, and
yellow perch are in abundance as well.
Hot-spot recreation area for swimming,
boating, water skiing, and camping. Home
to the popular boaters gathering-spot
Chimney Rock.

Lay Lake

North Alabama,
Between Rogersville and Huntsville
Second-largest lake in Alabama.
Popular place to go for boating, fishing, and
camping. Wheeler Lake features a beautiful
resort with restaurant and facilities for
meetings and weddings. The lake offers
quick access to the Tennessee River.

Central Alabama,
40 miles south of Birmingham
Known for its clear water and being one of
the cleanest lakes in the state. The lake is
great for swimming, boating, fishing, and a
variety of other water sports. The large lake
has 20,000 surface acres of water and is
scattered with marinas and beachy area to
relax. Partly bordered by the largest national
forest in Alabama makes it perfect for hiking
and enjoying nature.

Lake Wedowee

Neely Henry Lake

Wheeler Lake

Randolph County
Known for its excellent water quality and
its abundance of bass. The lake has a
surface area of more than 10,000 acres
and it is a quiet place for slow boating and
fishing.

On the Coosa River near Gadsden,
about an hour north of Birmingham
An 11,200 acre lake with more than 300
miles of shoreline and plenty of coves to
explore. Swimming, picnicking, fishing, and
birdwatching are all popular activities.
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SPECTATOR SPORTS
PROFESSIONALTEAMS

COLLEGIATE

Birmingham Barons

Auburn University

Regions Field, Birmingham
Minor League Baseball

Auburn
Auburn Tigers

Birmingham Bulls

Birmingham Southern

Pelham Civic Complex, Pelham
Professional Ice Hockey

Birmingham
The Panthers

Miles College

Birmingham Legion

Legion Field, Birmingham
Professional Soccer Club

Huntsville Havoc

Von Braun Center, Huntsville
Hockey Club

Rocket City Trash Pandas
Madison Ballpark, Madison
Minor League Baseball

*Ballpark scheduled to open and team
to begin playing in 2020

Montgomery Biscuits

Riverwalk Stadium, Montgomery
Minor League Baseball

AFC Mobile

Archbishop Lipscomb Athletic
Complex, Mobile
Soccer Club

Nascar

Fairfield
Miles Golden Bears

Samford University
Birmingham
The Bulldogs

University of Alabama
at Birmingham
Birmingham
UAB Blazers

University of Alabama
at Tuscaloosa
Tuscaloosa
The Crimson Tide

Alabama State University
Montgomery
The Hornets

University of South Alabama
Mobile
The Jaguars

Talladega Superspeedway, Talladega
Car Racing Track

Birmingham
July 15th, 2021 July 25th, 2021
"The 2021 World Games will be the 11th World Games,
a major international multi-sport event, meant for sports,
or disciplines or events within a sport, that were not
contested in the Olympic Games."
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Alabama State

GOLF

click here for list of all alabama courses,
public and private

Regions Tradition Tournament
(PGA Champions Tour)
Greystone Golf and Country Club, Birmingham
May 6-10, 2020

regionstradition.com

Top-10 Courses ranked as,
"The Best Golf Courses in Alabama 2019-20"
by,
1. Shoal Creek

Shoal Creek, AL

shoalcreekclub.com
2. The Country Club of
Birmingham (West)
Mountain Brook, AL

ccbham.org

3. The Ledges Country Club
Huntsville, AL

theledges.com
4. Turtle Point Yacht &
Country Club
Killen, AL

tpycc.org
5. Old Overton Club
Vestavia Hills, AL

oldovertonclub.com

6. Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at
Capitol Hill (Judge) Public
Prattville, AL

rtjgolf.com/capitolhill
7. Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at
Grand National (Links) Public
Opelika, AL

rtjgolf.com/grandnational
8. Kiva Dunes Golf Course Public
Gulf Shores, AL

kivadunes.com

9. Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at Grand
National (Lake) Public
Opelika, AL

rtjgolf.com/grandnational
10. Steelwood Country Club
Loxley, AL

steelwoodcc.org
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WHY WORK WITH
A REALTYSOUTH
AGENT?

As a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, RealtySouth is part of the largest agency of
integrated real estate services in the nation. Whether you are buying or selling,
RealtySouth offers a full concierge of services to fulfill all of the needs for home
transactions. Our licensed REALTORS work closely with their clients through the
entire process, utilizing mortgage services, title and insurance, closing services
and warranties. At RealtySouth, we are Experts at Home.
Richard Grimes, President & CEO
"The benefits of working with a RealtySouth agent
extend far beyond placement in the Multiple Listing
Service or a yard sign. Our approach to the real estate
market is not limited to the proverbial box. Our agents
have endless tools and research at their disposal to
determine a strategic approach to selling your home."

Check out our Press Room:

MISSION

To lead our industry and serve our
communities with a commitment to integrity
and excellence

RealtySouth:
In the News

VISION

Caring People, Exceptional Service
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GET YOUR MOVE ON
I’m backed by the largest fully-staffed relocation company in the state, which
is a long standing member of the Worldwide Employee Relocation Council
(WERC) and Relocation Director’s Council (RDC) organizations.

TRAINED

I am relocation trained, certified, background
checked, and am required to re-certify regularly.

EXPERIENCE

I understand absorption rate and
will utilize this on your behalf.

My company continues to grow and has 21 offices with
more than 850 licensed Real Estate Professionals,
providing you with the largest buyer pool in Alabama.

EXPOSURE

We share our relocation listings with all relocation
buyer agents, making it much more likely they will
consider your home.

My company consistently exceeds client statisfaction
relocation industry requirements.

SURVEY

Last year, my company was trusted by 177 organizations to assist more
than 600 individuals and family units that relocated into or out of Alabama.

My company and I understand what it means to relocate
and will act in your best interest with sensitivity to time lines.

My company and I know how to keep home sales tax
protected, when eligible per Relocation/IRS guidelines.
RealtySouth is considered a preferred service provider for 95% of relocation management companies, this means
we are working with more ready-and-able buyers - leading to more showings - and a streamlined sales process
designed to sell your home in the shortest amount of time, yielding the greatest return possible.
>> back to table of contents <<

As Director of Relocation Services for RealtySouth I want to personally thank you
for providing us the opportunity to present to you. Having relocated myself and my
family six times across the country, I certainly understand what you are going through.
Please know that we are fully committed to you and providing our most accurate value
your home should sell for, within the quickest amount of time based on the current,
comparable inventory that you are competing with.
Our Relocation department is comprised of 5 full-time relocation industry
professionals that have a combined experience totaling more than 100 years. We
continue to hand-select and train RealtySouth’s Real Estate Professionals within each
of our offices. Our footprint across Alabama continues to grow and are considered
a preferred choice for relocation management companies and clients like yourself,
globally. If at any time we are not demonstrating our commitment to service excellence
I ask that you reach out to me directly. Thank you again for considering us to sell your
home and I wish you the very best in your new destination.

Best Regards,

Jonathan Cohen CRP, GMS, GRP
Director of Relocation Services
2501 20th Place South, Ste. 400
Birmingham, AL 35223
(205) 325-1343 Direct Office
(205) 445-1733 Fax
jcohen@realtysouth.com
www.realtysouth.com
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WORKFORCE
MOBILITY
SOLUTIONS
LET US HELP YOU
Reduce Costs
Simplify Acclimation
Increase Productivity
When you choose RealtySouth’s
Relocation Services, you are backed
by the largest fully-staffed relocation
company in the state.
We are continuing to grow and have 21
offices with more than 850 licensed
Real Estate Professionals.
In 2018, 177 organizations trusted us
to relocate their employees.

2019 YTD, RealtySouth Relocation Services has
assisted more than 1,600 individuals and families
with local real estate and relocation needs.

Consistently achieve 98% and above client
experience ratings by stakeholders, worldwide.

800-264-4574

realtysouth.com
relocationservices@realtysouth.com

Scan to learn more
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Happy Families

SHAREDSTORIES click ontitle toviewarticle

It Takes a Village: Find out how one agent helps
generations find their perfect home.
Relocating to Birmingham? One family tells how
one connection can make all the difference.
Make it a habit. One Birmingham mom tells us why
she loves walking her kids to school.
Bluff Park 1950s fixer upper gets redo from local
online boutique owner. See before and after pics
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Follow our Success Stories along with
Local and Real Estate News below:

877-890-0050
CustomerCare@realtysouth.com

Utilize our RealtySouth website to search
for homes anywhere in Alabama:
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